Dear Editor, Trimethyltin (TMT) is a by-product of organotin compounds, which are widely used as heat stabilizers. Unfortunately, TMT is a toxicant affecting several organs, including the brain.
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Pathologic studies of TMT poisoning in humans have found neuronal necrosis in the hippocampus, cerebral cortex, basal ganglia, Purkinje cell layer of the cerebellum, and spinal cord. Electron microscopy has demonstrated abundant lysosomal dense bodies and disor- No specific treatments are available for TMT encephalopathy. Symptomatic therapies include hypertonic dehydrants, potassium supplementation, and antiepileptic drugs. Glucocorticoids have been used empirically to attenuate brain edema. Hemodialysis and plasmapheresis can be attempted in cases with a heavy TMT load. While most patients improve gradually after removing the exposure and receiving symptomatic treatments, death from TMT intoxication has been reported. 3 Workers should be warned of the risks and dangers of working with organotin compounds, and appropriate protective measures should be taken to avoid adverse effects.
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